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Lyric Remix
Warm Up:
Next line

Start with the line “It ain’t no use to sit and wonder why”. Write it at the top of your page and
have a go at writing different versions of the next line. You could think about different directions
you could take this is in: the next line might show sadness, humour, anger or happiness. Have
a go at conveying each one.

Get Inspired:
Watch the following TED Talk called ‘Creativity is a Remix’

It suggests that there are no new ideas, and that all creativity is to “copy, transform and combine”.
‘Creativity is a Remix’
You will also get to hear what the next line to ‘It ain’t no use to sit and wonder why’ is – it’s from
a song called ‘Don’t Think Twice, It’s Alright’ by Bob Dylan.

Give it a Try:
Lyric Remix (copy, transform, combine)
Take a set of lyrics and rewrite them.

I will use ‘Don’t Think Twice, It’s Alright’ as an example. Below is Dylan’s original lyrics, and
underneath in brackets I have had a go at rewriting/transforming them.
Well it ain’t no use to sit and wonder why, babe
(Don’t spend your time trying to work it out)
Ifin’ you don’t know by now
(If you don’t know, you never will)
An’ it ain’t no use to sit and wonder why, babe
(Don’t spend your time trying to work it out)
It’ll never do some how
(The answer is the same still)
When your rooster crows at the break o’ dawn
(When you wake up on your pillow)
Look out your window and I’ll be gone
(Turn your face, I’m not there)
You’re the reason I’m trav’lin’ on
(I had to go)
Don’t think twice, it’s all right
(But don’t think I didn’t care)

You can see that my lyrics are telling a similar story but they are different to Dylan’s original lyrics.
Try it yourself with a different song.

Challenge Yourself:
Try putting your new lyrics to an existing tune (this is for practice, remember you would need to
alter the tune significantly to claim it as your own).
You could try Woody Guthrie’s technique of “sing high when they sing low, sing fast when they
sing slow” and see how much the tune changes.
You could take the remix idea further by rewriting the lyrics to two songs with similar themes,
and combining the words.

Explore Further:
Beware! Here’s an example of an artist who wrote songs that were too similar to their inspiration
and paid the consequences:
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/31/arts/music/katy-perry-christian-rap-copyright.html
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