
 

 

dear  Rick O'Farrell, interim Chief Executive of Northumberland County Council 
 
re.  climate and extinction emergency   
 
Afar pastoralists are having to walk their livestock a six hour round trip to watering holes. 
There is not enough water, either in the ground or in the air; there's not enough grass because the earth is too 
dry; sheep are too hungry to feed their lambs; goats are too thin to sell. Where once milk from one camel fed a 
family of five, three camels barely make 1 litre.  
In the Australian bushfires of 2019/20, 55,000 square miles of forest, and an estimated  
3 billion animals (including 35 humans, 8,000 koala bears), burned.  
Here, the insect population has declined by 80% in the last twenty years.  There are now more than six times as 
many cars as there were in 1960, but one twentieth the number of hedgehogs. 
 
In light of this, might it be possible for (can there be any argument against?) Northumberland County Council 
to ensure that: 

- all new houses in Northumberland are made to Passivhaus standard; all new developments include 
- solar panels, and 
- rainwater harvesting systems; NCC 
- consider a suspension of all new road construction  
- food trees (for people and pollinators etc.), forest gardens, Miyawaki forests, 

market gardens and orchards, are prominent in municipal planting, the free trees scheme, and the 
Natural Capital and Nature Recovery Strategy 

- growing trees, paying attention to trees, as well as planting trees, is included in the plan and accounting 
- dead trees, and destroyed trees, are not counted as trees planted  (can you assure me of this?)  
- be aware that, if free to, trees will afforest land all by themselves - cherry and blackthorn will spread 

down the banks of the A69. 
 
These actions are both symbolic and practical, their very visibility will transform thinking, and so behaviour, by 
exposing our inter-dependence, and re-making our lost relationship with, beyond-human nature. 
 
Forest enclosed. 
Yours, in solidarity and green hope,       
 
 
 
 
Jo Aris  (artist, gardener, educator)  
 
1   Ethiopian Nomads struggle for survival on the climate crisis frontline Jamal Osman for C4, 22.4.21 
2   studies in the UK and Denmark using the windscreen phenomenon 
3   the devolved Welsh government has done this. 
4   one of the many appealing things about these, is that they can be as small as, imagined into, the size of three parking 
spaces. 
5   a re-placing of those lost to carparks (e.g Hexham's, Wentworth) etc 
6   in a survey on 10.8.22 of 53 saplings planted, 51 appear dead. (Wood between carpark and Hellpool Lane/NE46 
3JB/3AF, carpark side of the perimeter fence.) Planting trees + community engagement (p21 of NCC's Climate Crisis Action 
Plan) - e.g students taking ten minutes at the end of a biology or ethics class to fill plastic bottles or drinks cans (of which 
there are several in this wood) and water trees - would yield a different result. 
NB, re. the Council mapping the most valuable sites and habitats for wildlife and [identifying] where nature can be restored (NCC's 
LNRS): all sites, places, are special to someone. 
7   with reference to the above, and also to the hundred trees felled on site at NE46 3JB during the considerate 
construction (which felt like destruction) of new school buildings: what sort of lesson does this give? 
8   with reference to, and cf, freetrees@northumberland.gov.uk 
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