
  

  

                 
 

Channel 4 Writing for Television Awards seek new television 
writers from the North of England 

The Channel 4 Writing for Television Awards have opened for entry until 4 June 2024. 

The awards offer new television writers based in the North of England unique 
opportunities with independent production companies Bonafide Films (Mood; The Last 
Post), Rollem Productions (Love Lies & Records; Girlfriends) and Red Production 
Company (It’s a Sin; Happy Valley). 

Red, a StudioCanal Company, joins the programme in 2024, having been one of the 
inaugural production company partners when the awards were launched in 2014. 

Three winners will each receive a package of support including: 

- a long-term placement with one of the production companies 
- mentoring with an industry professional 
- a £3000 bursary.  

Funded by Channel 4’s 4Skills, the awards are offered as part of the Northern Writers’ 
Awards, New Writing North’s flagship writer development programme, which celebrates 
25 years this June. Channel 4 has been a major partner in the awards since 2014, and 
through this programme has supported the early careers of writers including Sharma 
Walfall, Jayshree Patel, Taiba Ahmad, Adam Bennett-Lea, Joshua Halm, Kemi-Bo Jacobs 
and Samantha Neale.  

In 2022, the two organisations formed the Channel 4 and New Writing North Talent  
Partnership, which offers a year-round programme of activities and opportunities for 
new and emerging television writers in the North of England, with a particular focus on 
those from backgrounds that are currently underrepresented in the television industry.  

Applications are now also open for emerging writers to join the new Channel 4 Northern 
Talent Network: Script Hubs in Newcastle, Bradford and online (open to writers across 
the North), where they will benefit from peer support and learn from television 
professionals as they develop their careers.  

The partnership is also running screenwriting events in Halifax (18 May) and Sheffield (8 
June), which are open to all. Writers can hear from television professionals, meet their 
peers and learn about opportunities to develop their work.  



  

  

                 
 

Channel 4’s Head of 4Skills, Kevin Blacoe said: “Our partnership with New Writing 
North provides wonderful opportunities to aspiring writers based in the north of 
England, talent which otherwise might go undiscovered. 

“The awards align perfectly with the ambition of 4Skills, to offer opportunities and 
nurture new, diverse writers and I’d urge anyone who has a passion for writing to apply 
as it could open the door to an amazing career.” 

Will Mackie, Senior Programme Manager (Talent Development) at New Writing 
North said: “The Channel 4 Writing for Television Awards offer a unique opportunity for 
three gifted emerging screenwriters in the North to work with outstanding production 
companies, benefit from mentoring and network with the screenwriting community. Our 
partnerships with Rollem and Bonafide have supported and nurtured multiple writers as 
they have developed original creative material and found opportunities to develop their 
careers. This year, we are incredibly excited to enhance our programme even further 
through a fresh partnership with Red Production Company, whose work we have long 
admired. We’re grateful for the ongoing support of Channel 4 that allows us to sustain 
and grow this increasingly important programme of work, which includes further 
support for talented writers through our Script Development Group, Scripts Hubs and 
the Northern Talent Network.” 
 
Kate Adori, Development Executive at Bonafide Films said: “Over the years Bonafide 
have partnered with the Channel 4 Writing for Television we’ve been consistently 
impressed by the wellspring of talented, brave and inventive writers that emerge. It’s 
more important than ever to provide avenues for writers from the North to break into the 
industry, and we’re very proud to be a part of this.” 

Patrick Schweitzer, CEO of Red Production Company, said: “We are delighted to be 
partnering with New Writing North on the Channel 4 Writing for Television Awards 2024. 
Red have a legacy of championing Northern voices and a huge passion for fostering 
diverse storytelling in television drama, so we are looking forward to working with an 
emerging writer to nurture their development and help cultivate the next generation of 
remarkable northern talent.” 

The Channel 4 Writing for Television Awards and Channel 4 Northern Talent  
Network: Script Hubs are both open for entry until 4 June 2024.  

Eligible writers will be based in the North of England. For the Channel 4 Writing for 
Television Awards, writers should not yet have had a script professionally broadcast. 



  

  

                 
 

Script Hubs are open to emerging writers who have some experience, though not 
necessarily in writing for television.  

The Northern Writers’ Awards are produced by New Writing North and supported by 
Northumbria University, Arts Council England and a range of partners.  

Find out more at newwritingnorth.com  

 

ENDS 

For all media enquiries contact Laura Fraine at New Writing North 
laurafraine@newwritingnorth.com 07411 164 837.  

About New Writing North 

About New Writing North Writing talent is everywhere. But opportunities are not. That’s 
why New Writing North exists. To identify and nurture talent. To inspire a love for creative 
writing and reading. To create life-changing chances for people across the North. 
Through our programmes, events, and activities, we find and support talented people of 
all ages and backgrounds to access creative opportunities and to enable them to 
flourish.  

Find out more at newwritingnorth.com  

Donate: https://www.justgiving.com/newwritingnorth  

About Bonafide  

Bonafide is a television and film production company founded by MD Margery Bone, 
supported by Exec Producers Tom Dunbar and Zander Levy and development team 
Kate Adori, Sylvie Markes, Kelly Emelle and Rachel Abbey. We have a strong brand as a 
small indie for quality and an ambitious development slate, backed by an investment 
and distribution deal with BBC Studios. 
  
Exceptional writing talent is at the heart of everything we do. We make stories that we 
love, that are distinctive, ambitious and thought provoking, for which we find the right 
creative team and commercial home. Most recently we produced critically acclaimed 6 
part series Mood, a funny, dark, provocative musical drama based on actress-writer-
singer Nicôle Lecky’s Royal Court one woman play, for BBC and AMC. Last year Mood 
won the BAFTA for Best Miniseries, Broadcast 2023 award for best original programme, 
RTS Award for Best Limited Series, and the BAFTA and RTS Craft Awards for Best 
Original Score.  

https://newwritingnorth.com/
mailto:laurafraine@newwritingnorth.com
https://newwritingnorth.com/
https://www.justgiving.com/newwritingnorth


  

  

                 
 

  
Bonafide has an exciting slate of projects in development including Jonathan 
Freedland’s The Escape Artist, the extraordinary story of Rudolf Vrba’s escape from 
Auschwitz with award winning screenwriter Peter Moffat (The Night of, Your Honour) 
attached to adapt. Other projects include a speculative sci fi/family series by Peter 
Straughan (Wolf Hall, Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy), a thriller by writer / director Miranda 
Bowen (Killing Eve), a sitcom with a twist from Kaamil Shah (Count Abdulla), an 
unexpected crime drama by Pete Jackson (Somewhere Boy) and two drama series 
developments that have emerged from our mentoring programme with Channel 4 and 
New Writing North. We’re also focused on working with authors and 
playwrights, including projects with the likes of Steven Hall (The Raw Shark Texts) and 
Danny Lee Wynter (Black Superhero). 
 

About Rollem 

Rollem is a production company with a difference - female-led, genuinely independent 
and based in Leeds, West Yorkshire. Set up in 2000 by BAFTA award-winning writer Kay 
Mellor OBE to produce her hugely successful ITV drama series FAT FRIENDS, Rollem 
has gone on to produce a host of hit shows including: THE SYNDICATE, IN THE CLUB, A 
PASSIONATE WOMAN, GIRLFRIENDS and MY LEFT NUT to name a few. 
  
Rollem champions new writers and creative talent in all its forms and is dedicated to 
producing TV and Film which is relatable, innovative and original. But above all, Rollem 
is passionate about producing drama and comedy that audiences across the world love 
to watch and re-watch. 

 

 

 

 


